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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: Application filed on 04/26/2001 and 
IDS filed 04/26/2001. 

2. Claims 1-18 are pending in this case. Claims 1, 4, 7, 10, 13, and 16 are 
independent claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication In this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Microsoft Excel (hereinafter Excel, Microsoft Excel 2000, released in 1999). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Excel discloses a method in which an option is 
provided to trigger the conversion of a spreadsheet into a comma-separated file (Figure 
2 of Excel). Excel also discloses a method in which the spreadsheet contains metadata 
(i.e. location of data, rows, columns, format, etc.) (Figure 1 of Excel) 

Regarding dependent claim 2, Excel discloses a method in which the 
spreadsheet is converted into the comma separated value file in response to the 
activation of the command (Figure 2 of Excel). Excel also discloses that a comma- 
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separated file can be parsed and nnetadata objects can be created as a result from the 
Information in the file (Figures 3-5 of Excel). 

Regarding dependent claim 3, Excel discloses a method in which metadata 
may be input into the spreadsheet (Figure 1 of Excel). 

Regarding independent claim 4, Excel discloses a method in which an option is 
provided to trigger the conversion of a spreadsheet into a comma-separated file (Figure 
2 of Excel). Excel also discloses a method in which the spreadsheet contains metadata 
(i.e. location of data, rows, columns, format, etc.) (Figure 1 of Excel) Metadata 
directives are included in the formatting to show where the specific metadata is stored 
(i.e. column and row) (Figure 4 and 5 of Excel). 

Regarding dependent claim 5, Excel discloses a method in which the 
spreadsheet is converted into the comma separated value file in response to the 
activation of the command (Figure 2 of Excel). Excel also discloses that a comma- 
separated file can be parsed and metadata objects can be created as a result from the 
information in the file (Figures 3-5 of Excel). Metadata directives are included in the 
formatting to show where the specific metadata objects are stored (i.e. column and row) 
(Figure 4 and 5 of Excel). 

Regarding dependent claim 6, Excel discloses a method in which metadata 
may be input into the spreadsheet (Figure 1 of Excel). Metadata directives are included 
in the formatting based on inputs to show where the specific metadata is stored (i.e. 
column and row) (Figure 4 and 5 of Excel). 
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Regarding independent claim 7 and dependent claims 8 and 9, the claims 
incorporate substantially similar subject matter as claims 1-3. Thus, the claims are 
rejected along the same rationale as claims 1-3. 

Regarding independent claim 10 and dependent claims 11 and 12, the 
claims incorporate substantially similar subject matter as claims 4-6. Thus, the claims 
are rejected along the same rationale as claims 4-6. 

Regarding independent claim 13 and dependent claims 14 and 15, the 
claims incorporate substantially similar subject matter as claims 1-3. Thus, the claims 
are rejected along the same rationale as claims 1-3. 

Regarding independent claim 16 and dependent claims 17 and 18, the 
claims incorporate substantially similar subject matter as claims 4-6. Thus, the claims 
are rejected along the same rationale as claims 4-6. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

US Patent Number 5,721 ,91 1 

US Patent Number 6,078,924 

US Patent Number 6,453,356 

US Patent Number 6,615,258 

US Patent Number 6,631 ,402 

US Patent Number 6,714,979 
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US Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0095399 
US Patent Application Publication Number 2002/0129106 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joshua D Campbell whose telephone number is 
(703)305-5764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00 AM - 4:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Heather Herndon can be reached on (703)308-5186. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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